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Cleaner & meaner 



EFI engines, new crossover sled, fun electronics lead new lineup 



A 



BY MARK SAVAGE 



change its name lo Etficient Cat for 

Ccrtainlv its message for 2006 is, 
as snowmobile product manager 
Joey Hallstrom says, "The days of 
high-horsepower, big cc engines is 
done." Efficiency (in the clean air 
sense) is Job I . 

To thai end, the Cat engineers are 
pressing foi-ward with cleaner, more 
eflieient engines for next season. But 
don't think they've buried the fun in 



their saddlebags. There's plentv. plus 
Arctic Cat's electronics wizards have 
created new items lo put a charge in 
your saddle, net to mention your 
helmet! 

HIGH PERFORMANCE + 
ENGINE EFFICIENCY 

First. 1 1 it- engine slorv! 

Its no secret thai 600cc engines 
lead the sales parade each war, so its 
natural that Cat is pumping a lot ol 
thought and technology into its 600ce 
units. This vear ii adds the oOUcc EFI 
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The 600 helps Cat meet 2006 emis- 
sions standards b\ using an exhaust 
pipe sensor to cut carbon monoxide 
emissions bv 25 c ;i. From a corporate 
standpoint thai s great, btii 
Hallstrom savs it also offers 
additional benefits tu rid- 
. First, a helps pre- 
enl cold drive-awav 
hesitation, an annoy- 
ance when the mer- 
cury has slipped 
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iis. In addition 
ihe new system 
also boosts engine 
acceleration, mak- 
ing lor smoother, 

alwavs a plus in a 
performance sled. 
Cats addition ol the 
600 EFI II. plus itsdeci- 
to otter onlv the 91)0 
its ZR900 in '06. means 



thai among its high-pertormancc 
sleds onK the F7 and FS have 
carbed. as well as F.FI. engine 
opiions. Don's expect that to lasi tor 
long! 

Also aiding the high-perl lineup ol 
the F5. F6. F7 and ZR9, Cat has 
worked ot! (he suspensions, lowering 
the center of gravity and recalibrat- 
ing the standard models lor groomed 
trail tiding. Most important, though, 
is a new, lighter weight Hacksaw 
track wilh I -inch lugs thai \ui* joini- 
ly developed with Camoptas'.. 

For its Sno Pro models. Cat give- 
Fox Fioai shocks with a more 
aggressive calibration io absorb [ he- 
bumps and a 2 -inch real arm shock 
designed into I he skid frame. The 
track tilts season will Icature a I 3;'t>- 
inch lug, and all Sno Pro models will 
come with matching color hoodi and 
pans, giving them a tinny unified, 
aggressive appearance. 

Note loo that Firecal KFl R mod- 
els will use the chain and sprocket 
style reverse gear and feature the 
standard suspension package. Also, 
fans of red Firecats will have to wait. 
For now lhai color has been dropped 
from i he lineup. 

CROSSOVERS GROWING 

VVhile the engine news is impor- 
tanl. Cat's move into die hybrid mar- 
ket with the new Crossfire 
(Crossover mixed with Firecal. get 
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men! among riders. 
Crossfire is based o 
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hooks lhe rider Lip with a 1.36-meh 
Ripsaw track wim i.2>mch sugs to 
give the sled more off-trail powder 
pounding ability. 

Folks get two engine choices here- 
with the Suzuki £>00cc EF] or 700cc 
EFJ. lo give the sled plenty of oomph 
(up to 140 hp) when you pre;* Lhe 
throttle. 

Crossfire comes in black or 
orange. (See our First Ride review, p. 
37, lor more details!) 

TRAIL PERFORMANCE 

Certainly Crossfire is a hottie. but 
there's plenty of tun for us 45- to 55- 
year-olds who enjoy good trail per- 
formance. Thai's where the Saheteat 
lineup comes in. All Sahercals will 
be LX models this year featuring 

exception. The new Sabercal 5u0 
EFl will be available as a .standard 
mode!, too. Cat upgrades the sleds' 
80-horse 500cc engine with EFl to 
set better fuel economy and cut 
emissions. Plus Cat says customers 
have been requesting this package 
for several vears. So this one should 
sell well. 

tn addition. Cai has reworked the 
throttle lever to give it a lighter feel, 
making this Sabercal more fun on 
the trails. A romp near Cats head- 
quarters proved this one will ditch 
bang with the best of them and cer- 
lainly can get some air too. Note that 
electric start and reverse are optional 
on Lhe 500 EFl. 

Since it's offering lhe new 600 
EFJ II on its performance sleds, you 
can be sure Cat is upgrading lhe 
EFl system on the Sabercal 600 t.X 



FAMILY AND UTILITY 

Arctic Cat's family sled segment 
mainly .sees color changes, with lhe 
FI20 and Z570 models being agit- 
able in green and orange, while the 
Z370 and 440 are only available in 
green for 2006. More substantive 
changes include hooked handlebars 
on the 570 models and the addition 
oi a quieter track. 

Cal also replaces the old blow- 
molded skis on l he Z series sieds 
with saddleless skis to help cut 
weight and improve performance. 

The bigger news comes on Lhe 
utility sled portion oi the lineup. Cat 
introduces a ground-up new Bearcat 
with higher front -end ride height, 
plus a new model. The new W'T 
(wide-track) Turlv. uses the TooOs 
engine, a ULrboeharged Su/uki 4- 
stroke triple. 

Bearcats also will feature a track 
with 1.25-tneh lugs to help it flout 
better in deep powder; electronic 
gauges: a Iteavy-dutv hitch; new tun- 
nel: redesigned hood and headlights: 
dual-runner skis; revamped handle- 
bars: a removable passengers seat; 
and hinged Ltnder-seat storage. Plus, 
it has a straight-rail. 8-inch rear 
wheel skidframe for better lowing 
and ride. 

Remote start also will be avail- 
able on the Turbo and Bearcat VV/T, 
and Cat's Multi Rack Plattonu will 
be offered as an accessor} lo 
increase the sled's hauling ability. 
Cat also adds electric start to the 
Bearcat 570. Colors? All Bearcat* 
are blue! 



TOURING SLEDS/ 
ELECTRONICS 

Two-Lip riders have a lot to think 
about this vem. too. 

First, Pantera is being dropped, 
Cal is adding a new Panther 4-stroke 
as its twoup price leadei. The 
Panther, which features lhe ofrOiv 4- 
stroke thai generates I 10 horsepow- 
er, starts as >n,999, a price i hat's 
slighilv moie than the ionnei 
Pantera 550 but well below the for- 
mer Pantera 600- 

Avaiiahie on all lhe Panther^ n 
Cat's Gttiel Track thai reduces noise 
and vibration, new. 5 addJeie>s skis 
and wrap-around lear rack--.. The 
Panther 570 also oilers reverse, mir- 
rors, a high windsliield. two-passen- 
ger seat with backrest, heated hand- 
grips and an acces.soiv outlet. 

ofleicd for the lirsr time on the lour- 
ing models. 

Cat s not done there, h's adding a 
T660 Touring LE and Touring Turbo 
LE. loo. The hot news here is healed 
seats vvilh sc-paraie driver and pas- 
senger controls. Plus the seals have 
three heal settings ami are quick to 
warm. In lact. in a brk-i test ride we 
had lo turn lhe heal In low because 
it got so toastv. The di be: s control 
knob is just u> the rigln and above 
the 12-volt power outlet. 

The switches for hand and thumb 

Lhe led handlebar, at customers' 
request, Cat savs. And the handle- 
burs themselves were redesigned and 
cleaned up. Buttons are large 
enough to be used bv a gloved hand 



What happens when vou cross Cats 
M -series and Ftrecal hnes. J Well. Cal 
sa\s the result is a new 200t> Crosslire. 
a sied set up for pertorimuice tr;nl 
handling with deep snow capabilities 

Dealers began takins orders in 
eatlv Januan lor the Crossfire. Cats 
mid-vear release that s available as a 
700 in black or cminsw (MSRP SS.<«<)) 
and sleds started comma oil the line 
soon thereafter. Tins Lough kittv will 
sport Lhe 1 40-lmrsepow-er Suzuki 700 
Ln n = me. 

Cat expanded the Sine tor its 2f!0o 
iiEi tip i Iteringa 600 version featur- 
ing the new I IS hp 600 EF1 £1 en»ine 
along with iis Crossfire 700. 

OUR IMPRESSIONS: 

AittSnow recentlv sol us lusi nde 
on ihts impressive new oramte snow 
thrower on the trails and open helds 
around Thiel River Falls and ir had us 
grinnimi all da\. 

Like other manulac mrers. Cat wen t 
with a more nder-torward desig n 
i ncluding mountain handlebars and a 
1 'eiillorced steeling post to help nder s 
transition from sitting to standin g. 
Wider running boards, like the ones 
Jmind on the M-series. also are stati- 



inounlam Imndlebai-s to acUialk work 
great in lhe (wistie.s and we're hig fans 
ol hooked handleb.ns. Also, the wider 
minima boards make it a lot easier to 
move around on the sled. 

f he Crossfires also have the weight- 
saving ACT Diamond Dnve Svslem 
that replaces the chamcase with a 
pkinelaiT «eardnve situated on the 
PIO side ol the chassis. In addiitosi. 
the sled offers removable side panels 
thai allow quick access to the engine, 
clutch and brake, though in our t ides 
we had some ditficultv re-attachirm 
the panels with the small cotter pin 
that holds 1 hen i in place. 

Up tronl. the Crossfire has lhe time- 
tested AWS-VI double wishbone A-ami 
suspension. Arctic Cat gas (IFF) 
shocks and an adiustable 42-44-mch 
stance, hi the back lhe new Cal gets 
the Fas Track Lonu Dave! Svstem slide- 
rail suspension wtih Arctic Cat (1FT J ) 
shocks and a Torque Sensing Lttik rear 
arm. The Crossfire also lealiues a 
deeper lugged I Lib\l .2.s-mch 
Ripsaw track, which is great tor dig- 
ging m to the hard-packed snow lound 
riding late in the season on busv rrails. 

The 136-inch track finallv haul* in 
all the erowlmy torque ol ihe 700 



bilitv oi tills suspension and track 
combination had us anxiously amies- 
paiuiu even- bump\ section o| trail 
WUh that bis track, we Mere able to 
plav in a little deep smll alongside the 
trails with ease. Plus it 11 jump tiansi- 
lions like a 600! 

Cat aot the ersionomu's right with 
reenni muted handlebars lliaf are eon i- 
lorlable and hs-iow beams litai are in. 
lonser changed wiih ihe brake lever, 
sav.s test rider Les Pm/. 

Jerrv Basseli. our- louiiding. ediim. 
was even more upbeat.. 

"Crossfire is the BEST Cat IVc 
ever ndden - excellent rider 
eraonomtcs. the new wider, longer 
track blends with 700cc twin's amaz- 
ing power... This sled ts e.Mreuieb 
rider-fnendh and inspires great con- 
fidence, even in ..Id envs like sue. 
Loved ridtna tlus sled at soeed sn ihe 
ditches in TRF!" 

Al onlv 4;>6 lbs. the pnwei-to- 
weisthl i alio on the ucv\ 7UU is mole 
than a hide impressive and vou can 
reallv feel it on the trail, [fvouarea 
short-track Cal sled ridei and havenl 
ridden a crossover .sled vet. vou'li 
want to in. this one. 'ton nun never 
co back to the short track: ■■■ 
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